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POSTSCRIPT

In the course of researching the Crohn/Crown families, including reading the original
handwritten census reports (similar to the one in the book) | have come to certain
conclusions which | cannot prove but do wish to share. '

According to family legend, Morris Crohn came to America prior to the Gold Rush leaving
his wife Ernestine behind in Prussia with three small children. They were helped to America
by their Crown cousins in England. Although Morris was found, he was never reunited with
his wife Ernestine who at the time of the 1870 census was living with Lena and Israel Baum
in Oil City, Pennsylvania. According to the original Family Book as well as Marion Lippman'’s
memoirs, Morris, once found, was cared for by his sons until he passed away in 1898. He is
buried in the family plot at the Union Field Cemetery in Queens, New York.

The question of the spelling of family names is an interesting one. We do not know how the
Crohns/Crowns spelled the name back in Prussia since the records from their home town of
Szomocyn no longer exist. The Crowns who went to Manchester in the 1850s spelled (or
immigration authorities spelled it for them) it ‘Crown’. Since Morris came to the United States
by himself, probably in the late 1840s, it is possible that the immigration authorities spelled
his name as Crown. Or perhaps he already knew the spelling of his English cousins’ family
name. | do not know where the Crohn spelling of the name originated, but it is unique.

| have not found any records of a Morris Crohn. However, | did find Morris and Ernestine
Crown living with Israel Baum and his wife Lena (Crohn) in Oil City, Pennsylvania. | believe
that they were, happily or unhappily, reunited some time prior to the 1870 census. In the 1880
census Morris Crown is living in Henderson, Texas and is listed as a widower. There is no
record of an Ernestine Crohn or Crown in the 1880 census, nor do we know the date or place
~of her death.

If my assumption is correct, then it is possible that Myer/Meyer was not only the father of
Morris, but was also the father of Theodore Crown of Manchester, Marcus Crown of Leeds,
and Isaac Crown of Pittsburg. All three were born in Prussia and immigrated to England in
the 1850s, at approximately the time when Morris went to America. Isaac Crown
subsequently went from England to Pittsburg prior to 1865.

In the 1880 census there were 13 Crowns listed in the entire state of Texas as heads of
household. One was Meyer Crown, whom we know lived in the same rooming house as
Theodore Crohn in Rockdale. Another three Crowns lived in the small town of Henderson (60
miles from Palestine, the home of Marcus Crohn): Morris, (probably the widowed husband of
Ernestine), Isaac (who was burned to death in Rockdale in 1888), and a Marcus Crown, who
was born in Posen, Prussia in 1848. | cannot imagine three unrelated Crowns living in
Henderson in 1880, so | must conclude that there was a family connection.

I will conjecture that Marcus was either Isaac's older brother, born before the family moved to
England, or was, perhaps Marcus Crohn. Both Marcus Crown and Marcus Crohn were born
in 1848. Since Marcus Crown was living in a rooming house it is posible that his name was
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spelled phonetically by the census-taker or provided by the manager of the rooming house.
In the 1870 census we do find Marcus Crohn living in Central City, Colorado. However, in the
1880 census there is no record of a Marcus Crohn, although there is reason to believe that he
was living in Texas. '

Hopefully, someone from the next generations of our family will tackle the updating of our Family
History and will carry out further research regarding the various Crown branches. Otherwise, it
will be a task for professional genealogists. The information to be researched, however, is clear.

Eliezer (Edward) Kroll
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